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Special Deputy Ole Olson
Special Deputy Thorin A. Geist
Yellowstone County Attorney's Office
217 N. 27th St., Room 701
Billings, MT 59101
(406) 256-2870

Attorney for the State of Montana

MONTANA THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, YELLOWSTONE COUNTY

STATE OF MONTANA,

Plaintiff,

v.

WILLIAM JOSEPH KUZMA,

Defendant,

Cause No.: 
Dept. No.:  

INFORMATION
(DIRECT FILE)

COMES NOW the State of Montana, by and through Special Deputy Yellowstone County

Attorneys Ole Olson and Thorin A. Geist, and having first obtained leave of the District Court as

required by law, hereby accuses the Defendant, William Joseph Kuzma, with the following offenses:

• CHARGE 1- FAILURE TO REGISTER AS A SECURITIES SALEPERSON, three
(3) counts, each a felony in violation of §§ 30-10-201(1) and 30-10-306(1), MCA,
punishable by a fine not to exceed $5,000 and/or imprisonment in the state prison for a
term not to exceed 10 years.

• CHARGE 2 - FAILURE TO REGISTER A SECURITY, three (3) counts, each a
felony, in violation of §§ 30-10-202 and 30-10-306(1), MCA, punishable by a fine not to
exceed $5,000 and/or imprisonment in the state prison for a term not to exceed 10 years.

• COUNT 3 - FRAUDULENT PRACTICES, three (3) counts, each a felony, in violation
of § 30-10-301(1)(c) and 30-10-306(1), MCA, punishable by a fine not to exceed $5,000
and/or imprisonment in the state prison for a term not to exceed 10 years.

The maximum possible penalty for the above-referenced offenses is imprisonment for 90

years, plus any applicable penalty enhancements or parole restrictions, and a fine of up to $45,000.
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* * *

The facts constituting the foregoing offenses are:

• CHARGE 1 - FAILURE TO REGISTER AS A SECURITIES
SALEPERSON, three (3) counts, each a felony in violation of §§ 30-10-201(1)
and 30-10-306(1), MCA:

Count 1: On or about or between, August 5, 2015 and November 2, 2017, in Yellowstone

County, Montana, the Defendant, William Joseph Kuzma, transacted business with Ricky Starks as a

securities salesperson without being properly registered with the Montana Commissioner of Securities

and Insurance, in violation of the above-referenced statute.

Count 2: On or about or between, August 5, 2015 and November 2, 2017, in Yellowstone

County, Montana, the Defendant, William Joseph Kuzma, transacted business with Michelle Wheeler

as a securities salesperson without being properly registered with the Montana Commissioner of

Securities and Insurance, in violation of the above-referenced statute.

Count 3: On or about or between, August 5, 2015 and November 2, 2017, in Yellowstone

County, Montana, the Defendant, William Joseph Kuzma, transacted business with Romel Taylor as a

securities salesperson without being properly registered with the Montana Commissioner of Securities

and Insurance, in violation of the above-referenced statute.

• CHARGE 2 - FAILURE TO REGISTER A SECURITY, three (3) counts,
each a felony in violation of §§ 30-10-201(1) and 30-10-306(1), MCA:

Count 1: On or about or between, August 5, 2015 and November 2, 2017, in Yellowstone

County, Montana, the Defendant, William Joseph Kuzma, willfully failed to register a security sold to

Ricky Starks with the Commissioner of Securities and Insurance, in violation of the above-referenced

statute.

Count 2: On or about or between, August 5, 2015 and November 2, 2017, in Yellowstone

County, Montana, the Defendant, William Joseph Kuzma, willfully failed to register a security sold to
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Michelle Wheeler with the Commissioner of Securities and Insurance, as part of a common scheme, in

violation of the above-referenced statute.

Count 3: On or about or between, August 5, 2015 and November 2, 2017, in Yellowstone

County, Montana, the Defendant, William Joseph Kuzma, willfully failed to register a security sold to

Romel Taylor with the Commissioner of Securities and Insurance, as part of a common scheme, in

violation of the above-referenced statute.

• CHARGE 3 - FRAUDULENT PRACTICES, three (3) counts, each a felony,
in violation of § 30-10-301(1)(c) and 30-10-306(1), MCA:

Count 1: On or about or between, August 5, 2015 and November 2, 2017, in Yellowstone

County, Montana, the Defendant, William Joseph Kuzma, engaged in fraudulent or deceitful acts,

practices, and/or a course of business, with Ricky Starks, in violation of the above-referenced statute.

Count 2: On or about or between, August 5, 2015 and November 2, 2017, in Yellowstone

County, Montana, the Defendant, William Joseph Kuzma, engaged in fraudulent or deceitful acts,

practices, and/or a course of business, with Michelle Wheeler, in violation of the above-referenced

statute.

Count 3: On or about or between, August 5, 2015 and November 2, 2017, in Yellowstone

County, Montana, the Defendant, William Joseph Kuzma, engaged in fraudulent or deceitful acts,

practices, and/or a course of business, with Romel Taylor, in violation of the above-referenced statute.

* * *

A list of the possible known witnesses for the State of Montana are as follows:

1. CSI Investigator Lynne Egan.

2. Rick Starks (Victim).

3. Michelle Wheeler (Victim).

4. Romel Taylor (Victim).

5. Dr. Michael R. Phillips.
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1 6. Rick Pederson.

7. Daniel Nichols.

The names, addresses, and telephone numbers of the witnesses will be provided by way of the

investigative notes.

DATED this 7  day of April, 2021.

YELLOWSTONE COUNTY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

B :

orin A. Geist
pecial Deputy Yellowstone County Attorney
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